Sociological explanations for the invisibility of corporate crime:

	Corporate crimes are crimes committed in the interests of a company – including selling of products known to be dangerous, avoiding health and safety legislation, bribery and corruption. Often undetected and difficult to know who is responsible. Crimes of the ‘wealthy and powerful’ are more difficult to detect and so less likely to appear in the statistics. Even when detected they are less likely to come to court or result in successful prosecutions. This stems from the ability of the rich and powerful to buy the best legal defence , their better knowledge of ‘the system’ and their access to a network of influential contacts. The rich are therefore more likely to escape legal sanctions.
· Marxists

Are interested in why some types of crime and some groups of people seem to be punished more severely and more often than others. Crime is seen as occurring throughout society because (Chambliss) capitalism produces greed, and self interest at all levels. ‘Crimes of the powerful’ go unpunished and unnoticed. The wealthy and middle class seldom stigmatised by the label ‘criminal’ as a result of unequal social and legal processes. 
Corporate crime is dealt with by disciplining a member of a professional body with damaging publicity being avoided. Pearce (1976)concluded that prosecutions against corporations were rare to avoid undermining the belief that the vast majority of crime is carried out by the working class. Avoids a crisis of legitimacy for the ruling class.
Slapper and Tombs (1999) researched into the behaviour of large transnational companies in developing countries and found illegal and immoral practices normal.

However, there have been several examples of corporate crime being prosecuted, e.g. Enron.

Also until collapse of Soviet Union most dangerous and poorly paid work existed under communist regime e.g. Chernobyl.

· Left Realists

Costs of conventional crime are dwarfed by corporate crime. Collapse of banking and stock markets caused by financial mismanagement and de regulation. 

Loss of life when health and safety not complied with e.g. 1988 Piper Alpha oil rig exploded with 168 killed. 

Michalowski and Kramer (1987) modern transnational corporations can practice law evasion – no pollution controls, no safety legislation.
Box: companies must achieve goals. Possibly in illegal ways to make a profit. Bad publicity would harm reputation and reduce profits e.g. consumers may not wish to purchase products if they knew the facts concerning their production e.g. poor animal welfare, harmful additives.




